
2019-2020 Annual Report



Our mission is to create 
relational environments that 

evoke peace and purpose  
in self and others.



DEAR FRIENDS,

Thank you for taking the time to review our 2019 annual report. Goshen Valley is evolving. In the process we 
have scaled our ministry to reach the needs of children and families at the root cause. In doing so we have 
also diversified our service offerings and broadened our expertise in the areas specific to child welfare while 
maintaining our high standards. I am excited to share where our journey has taken Goshen in 2019, as well as 
where we see 2020 heading. In 2019:

•	 Goshen Valley successfully licensed 17 new foster homes focused on serving the needs of sibling groups
•	 Goshen Valley successfully opened the Goshen Therapeutic Services program, focused on serving the 

needs of children and families preventively 
•	 Goshen Valley completed construction of the Goshen Community Wellness Center (The Well), 

established to provide a year-round facility focused on education, counseling and physical activity at the 
Goshen Valley Boys Ranch 

•	 9 Goshen Valley youth graduated from high school
•	 Goshen Valley privately raised over $2,000,000

Within this annual report, each of our programs will share further specifics on what happened in 2019 as 
well as a bit about where we are headed in 2020. As a whole, I am pleased to say that Goshen has a newfound 
emphasis on “team” in 2020. In past years I have personally emphasized organizational aspects like census, 
spend, safety, and scale. These will remain priorities to ensure that Goshen stays strong going forward, but 
we will also place an added emphasis on team: communication, motivation, expertise, and allocation. Healthy 
teams will lead to stronger morale, a more defined culture, higher retention, and, above all, better outcomes 
for the children, youth and families who we serve.

As Goshen grows, so does our need for partners to come alongside our mission. For Goshen to succeed 
in providing life-changing outcomes in the years ahead, we will need many of you to join our team. Foster 
parents, contractors, residential staff, companies employing our youth, donors, and more will all be needed 
as our team grows. We are thankful for those of you who have made our work to date possible, and we are 
excited to welcome more of you and your networks to our team in the coming future. 

WITH PEACE & PURPOSE,

ZACH BLEND
GOSHEN VALLEY FOUNDATION, CEO







In 2019 we started and completed 
construction of The Well! This building now 
serves as the center for physical, therapeutic, 

and educational wellness for the boys who 
live at The Ranch. 



FAMILY COUNSELING ROOM THE WELL GYM MEETING AND TRAINING ROOM

WITH THANKS TO OUR DONORS AND PARTNERS WHO PLAYED A SPECIAL ROLE IN THE 
WELL. THESE GENEROUS DONORS AND PARTNERS CONTRIBUTED $1,000 OR MORE TO THE 

CONTRUCTION OF THE WELL

Dorothy Beasley
The Blend Family
The Coker Family

The Freudenstein Family
The Hermann Family

Dr. Sharon Hill
The Looney Family

The Lieberman Family
The Lindh Family

The MacConnell Family
Dr. Kina Mallard

The Maxwell Family
The McArthur Family

The McDonnell Family
The McGaffigan Family

The Miller Family
The Powell Family
The Rosser Family
The Sween Family

The Williams Family

Cherokee Impact Soccer

Chick-Fil-A Canton

Drennan Group Real Estate 

Services

Engineered Earth Solutions

Hillside UMC

Latimer Construction

North Point Ministries

Northside Auxiliary

Northside Hospital Cherokee

Mark Robillard Architects

South State Bank

Southeast Restoration Group

Universal Alloy Corporation

Woodstock City Church

YMCA of  

Metropolitan Atlanta, INC

Zurn Plumbing

Anonymous Friend of Goshen 

Valley

Cherokee County Board of 

Commissioners

Coker Family Charities Fund

Joe L. & Hester M. Sims Family 

Foundation Inc.

Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation

The Martha and Wilton Looney 

Foundation

Mary Allen Lindsey Branan 

Foundation

Resurgens Charitable 

Foundation

Tull Charitable Foundation, Inc

The Waterfall Foundation, Inc.

INDIVIUDALS  
AND FAMILIES

BUSINESSES  
AND ORGANIZATIONS

FOUNDATIONS



Goshen Therapeutic Services
ENSURING EVERY CHILD HAS A HEALTHY FOREVER FAMILY 

We are excited to announce that Goshen Valley Foundation launched our 4th program in 2019: Goshen 
Therapeutic Services. 

Goshen Therapeutic Services was created to meet the needs of at-risk families. We exist to restore fractured 
families through a comprehensive therapeutic approach. 

Goshen has become well known for creating positive outcomes for foster youth. We are now able to expand 
our reach and focus on families at-risk of experiencing a foster care placement, or those working to have 
their children return home. Our therapeutic team is specialized in walking alongside families as they navigate 
difficulties. We work with them towards a place of restoration and recovery. Thus far we have been able to 
hire therapeutic staff including therapists, psychologists, social workers, family support specialists, behavioral 
aides, transporters and drug screen collectors. 

THE NUTS AND BOLTS 

We were awarded 7 contracts from Department of Human Services.  
These contracts include Drug Screening, PUP, Parent Aide, Early 
Intervention, WRAP, Homestead and CCFA. 

These contracts allow us to provide much needed services to families in 
our community. Services include parent aide and coaching, drug testing, 
counseling, clinical assessments, psychological evaluations, parental 
fitness evaluations, behavioral aide, supervised visitation, in-home case 
management, crisis intervention and transportation. 

STATS 

We have been proud of our therapeutic team as they have delivered 
services in a deeply caring and respectful manner. 

In 2019 we were able to serve 143 families.  We look forward to 
further growth as we build out our therapeutic team. 



PARENTAL GUIDANCE
Parent Coaching/Teaching

Parent Aide: Individual sessions
Group Parenting Classes

PREVENTION OF UNNECESSARY PLACEMENT

Counseling: Individual, 
Group or Family

Domestic Violence 
Assessments

Parental Fitness 
Assessments

Substance Abuse 
Assessments

Trauma Assessments

Bonding/Attachment 
Assessments

Psychological Evaluations
Neurospsychological 

Evaluations
Individual Counseling 

Sessions
Behavioral Aide

DRUG SCREENING
Urine, Hair, Saliva testing

Transportation
Crisis Intervention 

(Counseling)
In-Home Case 
Management

Family Team Meetings

EARLY INTERVENTION
Parent Education
Behavioral Aide

How we serve fractured familes through 
Goshen Therapeutic Services

Behavioral Aide
Supervised Visitation

Home Intensive Clinical 
Therapeutic Services

WRAPAROUND SERVICES



Goshen Homes
AT GOSHEN HOMES, WE BELIEVE SIBLINGS ARE BETTER TOGETHER. WE RECRUIT, TRAIN, 
LICENSE, AND SUPPORT FOSTER FAMILIES WORKING WITH SIBLING GROUPS WITHIN THE 

STATE OF GEORGIA.

In 2019 Goshen Homes achieved major milestones by licensing more families and serving more children 
in one year than ever before. A total of 17 new foster families were licensed and 62 children were placed 
within our agency. While most of our sibling groups range from 2 to 4 children, one of our families welcomed 
a sibling group of 11 children into their home! As a fostering agency, we work alongside DFCS in supporting 
case plans of reunification. In 2019 we were able to assist 28 children returning home to their biological 
families! There were also 7 children that were able to achieve permanency in their foster home through 
adoption or permanent guardianship.

The Ebners began their fostering 
journey with Goshen Homes 
in June 2016. The couple 
struggled with infertility and 
felt that God used that as a 
catalyst for them to open their 
home to foster children. John’s 
aunt, who recently passed 
away in February 2020, was an 
inspiration to the Ebner family 
as she fostered children in her 
home for 15 years. 

The Ebners received their first 
placement of two girls the very 
same day they were licensed. 
The Ebners began transitional 
visits with the children in July, 
and they were officially placed in 
their home in October 2016. In 
May 2018, the Ebners accepted 
placement of a third sibling that 

came to live with them after 
spending the first four weeks 
of her life in the hospital. The 
Ebners cared for the sibling 
group of three until they 
reunified with their biological 
family in July 2019. 

In September 2019, the Ebners 
served as an emergency 
placement for four children 
from a group of six siblings. 
These children remained in the 
Ebners home for six weeks until 
they were able to be placed in 
another foster home with their 
other two siblings. A week after 
their discharge, the Ebners 
began transitional visits for their 
current placement, who they 
plan to officially adopt in the 
summer of 2020.

The Ebners stated that they 

could not have made it this far 
without the support of their 
family and friends. Melissa noted 
that fostering really is a group 
effort, and the highs and lows 
of the adventure are felt by all 
involved. As with anything in life, 
this chapter of their lives had 
its challenges, but the Ebners 
couldn’t be happier that they 
weathered those storms and 
have such an exciting outcome 
on their horizon.

In under four years, the 
Ebners have served a total 
of ten children in their home. 
Ten children’s lives have been 
touched by this family all 
because they decided to respond 
to their calling and  
say “yes” to fostering.

MEET  
THE EBNERS



“Fostering changed our family for the better.” 
– MELISSA EBNER



Goshen Valley Boys Ranch
GOSHEN VALLEY BOYS RANCH IS DOUBLING DOWN ON THE FAMILY MODEL. WHILE MANY 
YOUNG MEN ARE GROWING UP IN ENVIRONMENTS FULL OF REGULATIONS AND RED TAPE, 

ENVIRONMENTS THAT FOCUS MAINLY ON MANAGING BEHAVIORS, THE RANCH STANDS 
APART DUE TO PRIORITIZING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AND THE FAMILY MODEL. 

This approach allows us to balance best practices in mental health and individual growth with a normal life 
full of play, affection, and family. One way we moved towards this in 2019 was with a return to having seven 
youth in each home. This allows each of our boys to receive more individual attention, and each home to feel 
more like a family.  

Over Christmas, we witnessed a beautiful picture of what the family model means to our youth. Many young 
men who formerly lived at Goshen Valley Boys Ranch came back to visit peers, houseparents, and staff. They 
talked about how Goshen was home for them and how much they appreciated looking back on the piece of 
their childhood spent here. 

IT WAS A POWERFUL REMINDER THAT GOSHEN IS SOMETHING MORE THAN A PLACE FOR 
A CHILD TO LAY HIS HEAD AT NIGHT; WE ARE MANY OF OUR KIDS’ GREATEST SOURCE OF 

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES. 

In our boys’ lives, they can look back on many difficult memories that most of us cannot even imagine. 
They have often witnessed and/or survived violence, drug use, and abuse. They have all experienced being 
removed from their families and placed in a strange place with strange people and new expectations. To 
listen to the boys who visited talking about playing basketball and kayaking and eating “Ms. Gwen’s delicious 
cooking” was a reminder of what an honor it is to fill their memory banks with something new. We get to 
fill it with “brothers,” some of whom they will be bonded with for life, with houseparents that they can still 
call for advice or come to for a homecooked meal, and with positive, exciting activities including church and 
recreation that teach them there are healthy ways to have fun. What an honor! 

We were able to expand our capacity for positive memory-making and physical health in 2019 due to the 
addition of our new Wellness Center. In this space we have a beautiful basketball court, a family visitation 
area, a space for tutoring and family counseling, a large training room for our staff, and a medical office. 
This multi-use space has transformed our ability to provide these services for our boys, their families, and 
our staff. We are so grateful to the community for their generosity. Thanks to our partners, this space was 
completed 100 percent debt-free! 

As we say hello to 2020, we look forward to continuing to pursue our ultimate goal of providing a space of 
peace and purpose and pointing our boys to the abundant life for which they were made!



Q: WHY DID YOU BECOME HOUSEPARENTS? 

  A: We saw a need and a door opened that allowed 
us to do what had been in our heart all along. We 
love working with disadvantaged young people. 
 

Q&A with 
Houseparents Gwen 

and Willie

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST REWARDING PART 
OF HOUSEPARENTING? 

  A: Seeing the child transform while here. There is a 
gap in preparing kids for the world—we get to fill 
that gap with kindness, grace, mercy, structure 
and understanding.

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING PART 
OF HOUSEPARENTING? 

  A: Finding a balance between your family and the 
boys. You have to keep your marriage and your 
relationships with your biological family healthy 
while also being very invested in the boys.

Q: WHAT WAS MOST UNEXPECTED OR 
SURPRISING? 

  A: I immediately LOVED houseparenting. I was in 
7th heaven. I invested all my time in the boys and 
loved every minute of it. However, I soon realized 
that I got on the roller coaster, but forgot my 
partner. She was trying to find her place in the 
house with the boys and I was telling her to come 
over instead of taking her hand, supporting her, 
and leading her there. 

  A: The depth of relationships we have with kids. We 
have made lifelong connections with children we 
worked with many years ago.

Q: WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU HAVE FOR 
SOMEONE CONSIDERING HOUSEPARENTING 

AT GOSHEN? 

  A: You must BOTH desire to do this work. It is not 
babysitting. You will be challenged and stressed 
beyond what you can imagine, but the joy of the 
Lord can be your strength. It is a labor, but if you 
know WHO is driving you, you can be used by 
God and find such purpose in the work.



Goshen New Beginnings
AT GOSHEN NEW BEGINNINGS (GNB) OUR MISSION IS TO HELP YOUTH ACHIEVE LIFELONG 

THRIVING INDEPENDENCE. WE WORK WITH YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN AGE 18-21 WHO HAVE 
NOT BEEN ADOPTED OR REUNIFIED WITH FAMILY AND WHO DECIDE TO REMAIN IN FOSTER 

CARE. WE FOCUS ON THE CORE AREAS OF EDUCATION SUPPORT, EMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE, 
AND LIFE SKILLS AS DEVELOPMENT AREAS FOR OUR YOUTH. 

 
Out of the many goals of this program, two that stand out are ensuring that youth graduate high school and 
equipping young adults to have a healthier family in the future than the one they were raised with. 2019 
presented excellent examples of both of these goals. 
 
A high school diploma is one of the biggest indicators of future success for a youth in foster care. 
Unfortunately, around 50% of youth who turn 18 in the foster care system never achieve this milestone. 
GNB is happy to report that in 2019 all 9 of our eligible youth graduated high school! We are incredibly 
thankful for the teachers, tutors, life coaches, and all who invested their time and effort into guiding these 9 
youth towards a brighter future, and we are so proud of these graduates’ achievements! 
 
We are also so proud of a young man in our program who is breaking the cycle and ensuring that his children 
grow up with a stronger family than the one he had in his childhood. Dylan came to Goshen in March 2017 
and moved to GNB that same December. When he moved 
to GNB, he made the decision to move into an apartment 
in order to do life with his now wife Christen and their son, 
Landyn. Over the past two years, we have seen Dylan learn 
how to manage his apartment, finances and maintain a full-
time job all while being a great dad and husband. Dylan has 
worked in the landscaping field and is currently employed 
with the Mountain High Mulch Company in Marietta, GA. 
 
In 2019 Dylan and Christen made the decision to take 
their relationship to the next level and got married. They 
also welcomed their second son in early February of 2020. 
Dylan loves to spend time with his boys and wife and looks 
forward to one day buying a home of their own. We are 
confident that these two boys will grow up knowing the 
love of their father, and we are so proud of the man that 
Dylan has become!



FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: SEAN, WILLIAM, JASHA, DARRELL, EMILY, 
CHRIS, CHRIS, AND ROBERT

Our 2019 Graduates







With  
thanks to our 
donors and 
partners
ORGANIZATIONS

Airborne Canton
AmazonSmile
American Online Giving Foundation, 
Inc.
Amicalola EMC Trust
At Your Service Restoration and 
Renovation, LLC
AYCO Charitable Foundation
Bridgemill Sixes Service League
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner
Candy Apple Customs II, Inc.
Canton First United Methodist Church
Canton Rotary Club
Celebration of Grace Lutheran Church
Cherokee Charter Academy
Cherokee County Board of 
Commissioners
Cherokee Cruisers Car Club INC
Cobb EMC Community Foundation
Coker Family Charities Fund
Community Foundation for Greater 
Atlanta
Community Foundation for Northeast 
Georgia
Concerned Clergy of Cherokee County
Cowboy Church In Jerusalem
Credit Union of Georgia
Dangar Associates
Data Oceans
David Forbes Haddow TTEE by JALS 
Foundation
DBA Buckner Holdings, LLC
Deitchman Family Fund
Delta Community Credit Union
Drennan Group
E.R. Snell Contractor, Inc.
Enterprise Fleet Management
Facebook Payments
Fidelity Charitable Donor-Advised 
Fund
Fife Charitable Foundation, Inc
For The Nino’s, INC
Frontstream
GE Foundation
Georgia Power Company
H & H Insurance Services, INC
Hartman Simons & Wood LLP
Hillside UMC
His Hands Church
Home Depot
Horizon Planning Group, INC
Hutchinson-Traylor Insurance Company
IBM Employee Services Center
A Friend of Goshen Valley
Joe L. & Hester M. Sims Family 
Foundation Inc.
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation
Just Farm INC
Kajima Foundation, INC
Kazrus Foundation
Killian Automotive

Lake Arrowhead Church
Landis+Gyr
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
Little Rd & Company
LPL Financial Fondation
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
Marietta Golden K Kiwanis Foundation 
Inc.
Marietta Womens Club
Mary Allen Lindsey Branan Foundation
McClure Family Foundation
McDonnell Group
Men of 300, Inc
Murphy and McInvale CPA, P.C.
Network For Good- Facebook
New Song Ministries
NIS
North Point Ministries
Northside Auxiliary
Northside Hospital Cherokee
Oak Leaf Church
Optimist Club of Laurel Canyon
Parkside Partners, LLC
Piedmont Healthcare
R&D Mechanical Services
RDA Systems, Inc.
Resurgens Charitable Foundation
Selective Insurance Company Of 
America
Soleil Optimist Club
South State Bank
Southern Air Pro
State Farm Insurance, Trummie Patrick 
III Agency
Sterling Seacrest Partners
Sun Trust United Way Campaign
Teasley Middle School
The Banks Team and Assoc
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation
The Golf Club at Bradshaw Farm
The Joel C. Gordon & Bernice W. 
Gordon Family Foundation
The Living The Dream Agency
The Lubert Family Foundation
The Martha and Wilton Looney 
Foundation
TMT Charitable Foundation, INC
Topple Higdon Partnership
Tricentis
TriNet
Truist
TSA Technical & Scientific Application, 
Inc.
Tull Charitable Foundation, Inc
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of Greater Lorain County, 
INC
United Way Suncoast
Universal Alloy
Vincent Financial Group
Weeks Law, PC
Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn & 
Dial, LLC
Woodstock Furniture Outlet
YMCA of Metropolitan Atlanta, INC
YourCause

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Jennifer Adams
Jeremy Adams
Michael and Dawn Adamson
Lisa Ade
LB “Buzz” Ahrens

Carl and Jan Albano
Jesse Aldridge
Carly Alford
Sean & Kay Alford
Lars Alm
Allison Andreson
Chris Argano
Tony Argano
Courtney Argo
Gabe Arronte
Scott Ashton
Aaron Baker
Noelle Banks
Jason S Barkwell
Tina Bauer
Shelley Beach
Randy Beals
Dorothy Beasley
Richard Beaulieu
Chris & Stephanie Beck
Lauren Becker
Carl Bengtson
Charles Benner
Jerry Chris Bennett
John and Joy Bennett
Pam and Frank Biser
Frank & Lori Bishop
Kristin Bitter
Paul Blackwell
Jason Blakey
Renee Blankenship
Nicholas Blase
John and Connie Blend
Zach and Rachel Blend
Lisa Bluder
Dave Boehm
Ralph Bonner
Amanda Booth
Devin Borland
OJ Boughner
Jerry Boutwell
Dennis Bower
Denis and Barbara Bowman
Joel and Lonna Bowman
Ken and Claudine Boyd
Mary Bracegirdle
Gabrielle McBane and Anthony Bradley
Wayne Bradley
Nina Brante
Todd Brauer
Charles and Suzanne Bridgers
Arthur and Anne Brigito
Kelsey and Sheila Brock
Christena Brostrom
Kelly and Monika Brown
Ryan Brown
Caitlin Brunson
Chris Bryant
Dan Bryant
Stephanie Buback
Larry Buckley
Joel Bulger
Gordon Burnett
Martin Burnett
Jenni Burris
Kimberly Bush
Randall and Jessica Butcher
Deborah Butterfield
Tony and Wendy Butters
Stan and Dianne Cagle
Kristopher Cain
Charlotte and Joseph Cairo
Michael Caldwell
Michael Calvert

Rodney and Beth Edwards
Noah Elbe
Greg Elder
Wes Emery
James and Linda Emore
Lori Engel
Lewis and Susan Engle
Fritz and Judy Ernst
Terry and Connie Eshenour
Kristi Estes
Stacie Eubanks
Ollie Evans
Rebecca Farabaugh
Andrew Favre
Kent E Fawcett
Lucyanne Feitosa
Janet Fenn
Jennifer Fenn
Stacy Fenn
Ryan Ferguson
Alfred “AJ” Ferrera
Brigitte Fessele
Kay Fingarson Custer
Mark Finholt
Leith Fitch
Jennifer Fitzgerald
Carol Fitzpatrick
Linda and Emory Fleming
Lori Flink
Pat Flood
Ralston Flowers
George Flynn
Brice Fogle
Wendy Fort
Nick Foster
Tommy and Juanita Fowler
Marcus and Angie Fox
Bruce Freeman
Mack and Ashley Freudenstein
Paul and Julie Freudenstein
Leslee Frost
William Fuller
Judy Gallagher
Gérad Gatoux
Jeremy Gentry
Melissa and Robert Gibson
Donald and Celia Gilner
Laura Glen Farris
Lawson Glenn
Eric Glidewell
Christy Good
Will Goodwin
John Gordon
Joshua Randall Gordon
J.E. and Becky Gospodarek
Duane Graham
Josephine Grammont
Bill Grant
Gary and Barbara Grant
Keith Greene
Richard J Griffin
Kraig Guffey
Michael Hafer
Brian Hagle
Jo Hamilton
Gina Hanners
Ken Hardy
Susan Hardy
John Harmon
Gregg and Lee Ann Harris
Lisa Dionne Harris
Stephanie Hart
Bobby Hartley
Eric Hassel

Wes Campbell
Canton Canton
Carl Capelouto
Grant Carmichael
Pamela Carnes
Walt and Amy Carpenter
Christopher Carter
Edward Casey
Abby Cassell
James Castle
Amy Cauwels
Beth Cayce
Dana K. Chappell
Robyn Cherrie
Terry Childers
Chase Chitwood
WM and Susan Choate
Brad Christian
Robin Christian
Kevin and Nikki Chunn
Amy Cleveland
Dale Coker
Marie Cole
Brenda Coleman
Michael Colt
James Conrad
Laura and Emmett Cooke
Jerry Cooper
Joshua Cooper
Stacy Cooper
Diane Jarrett and Seth Copeland
James Cornelius
Harold Cornish
Doug & Debbie Cortland
Rocky Costa
Carie Crane
Jason Craven
James Cressman
Randall and Kyla Cromer
Timothy Crossland
Michael Cullum
Charlie Culverhouse Jr.
Lauren Dalton
James Pope Davis
Anne de Ridder
Don Deaton
Brandy DeBord
Perry DeBord
Joseph Demyen
Ronald and Nikki Den Bleyker
Connie Denney
Kathleen Denney
Robert Derrick Jr.
John DeRussy
Charles and Deborah Dewees
Bruce and Sylvia Dick
Allison Dillon
Rob and Katie Schulz Ditchen
Brad Dobbins
Samuel and Margaret Dominey
Karen Donnelly
Dana Dotson
Roxie Dotson
Michael and Cheryl Dougherty
Viktoriya Dubovis
Susan and Dave Dudas
Mike Duffy
Dana Duncan
Mike Duncan
James David Dunham
April Dye
David Dyer
Ann Eaves
Melissa and John Ebner



John Hayes
Todd Hayes
Bob & Kim Haynes
Charles Haynie
Angie Hays
James and Gayle Allison Hedges
James and Sara Heidt
Rhonda and Robert Height
Ted Helgeson
Sam Herman
Paul and Sharon Hermann
Susan Hertzmann
Shannon Heublein
Mack Higdon
Mark Higgins
Brian Hightower
Edward and Valerie Hill Jr.
Richard Hill
Sharon Hill
Jennifer Hillhouse
Tabitha Hillman
Hayden Holcomb
Garrett and Amber Holcombe
Beth Hood
Jimmy and Connie Hopkins
Steve and Melissa Hopson
David Horne
J David Hospodar
Matt Houser
Marc Howell
Sue Hrib
Eugene & Kathryn Hudson
Chad Huff
H Fenwick Huss
Marcia Hutchins
Jill Hutchinson
Victoria and Jeffrey Hyde
Evan Ingram
Janice and Aaron Ingram
Ivory and Kearstin Jacobs
Rick James
Rachel Jansen
Jerry Jarrard
Diane Jarrett and Seth Copeland
Donna Jenkins
Jan Jensen
Craig Johnson
Jennifer Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Harry and Rebecca Johnston
David and Marty Jones
Dymond Jones
Don Juberg
Joan Kahrs
Laura Kalb
William and Karen Keeter
Colin Kelly
Richard Kennedy
Denise Kiely
Bruce Kienke
Gregory Klebon
Kirk Knauff
Vic Knight
Mark and Gail Kossbiel
Kris and Trudy Kuester
Susan Kurtz
Sydney Langdon
Wes Latimer
John Lau
Ryder Leary
Amy Leatherman
Kristi Ledford
Lindsey Leiker
Jamie Lester

Jonathan Letzler
Dawn Lewis
Jeff and Holly Lieberman
Michaeel and Karen Lieberman
Chuck and Katie Lilligren
Mitchell Lind
David and Jane Linden
Melissa Lindh
George and Sandra Lipsey
Brittany Loan
Dave Loesch
Benjamin Looper
Chris Lowerey
Joe Lukas
Christina and Justin Luke
Bradley Lund
Christopher Lundy
Kimberly Lunsford
Gary Lynn
Mandy Lynn
George A MacConnell
Gary MacLeod
Jim Maher
Steve Major
Kina Mallard
LUCAS MARQUES
John and Susan Martin
Dana Matiak
Heath Matiak
George and Amy Mauter
Carol Maxwell
Alex and Susan McArthur
Kevin McBeath
Dennis McClelland
Sam McCleskey
Cade McDonald
Don McDonnell
Joan McFather
Peter and Sandy McGaffigan
Michael McGowan
John Mclellan
Fred McManus
Amanda McMillan
Judy McMillan
Roy McPherson
Kim McWhirter
Linda and Meredith Mellon
Drayton Mercure
JR Merendo
Rodney and Amy Metcalf
Anthony Miller
Jeffrey and Phyllis Miller
Steven and Maureen Miller
Neal and Denise Miller
Stefanie Miller
Steve Miller
James R Milligan
Chad Millinor
Malissa Mitcham
Wes Mitcham
Jeff Mitchell
Jason Mittelman
Edward Mock Jr
Mary and Scott Monsted
Bill and Nancy Moore
Patrick Moore
Shane Moore
Shane & Deborah Moore
John and Deanna Morawski
Van and Abby Morgan
Tracey Mosher
Susan Moss
Dick and Susan Mueller
Deana Mulholland

Debra Murdock
Patricia and Edward Myers
Tim Myers
Douglas and Ingrid Neale
Jerry and Alice Neuleib
Paul Nezi
Jim Nichols
John and Suzanne Nieman
Brad Nix
Charles Nix
Paula Nix
Michael Nutter
Candice Olson
Heather Olson
Troy and Judy Olson
Richard O’Neill
Abigail Ormsby
Barry and Kim Ostrander
David and Susan Ott
Elizabeth Ott
Marlene Ott
Lance Paradis
Angela Parker
Christopher Parman
Josh Parrish
John M Pascoe
Ricky Patel
Michael S. Paula
Peter and Tiana Pauline
Leslie Paulsen & Chris Purvis
Mike Pawich
Jim and Kathleen Pawson
Perry Chris Payne
Katherine Pearson
Dave and Sandra Pedersen
Ricky and Frances Perren
David Peterson
Jayne Phillips
Molly Phillips
Terry & Melissa Phillips
Jennifer Pintaluba
Patrick and Susan Plunkett
Michael Pollitt
Kelly Poole
Dalton Porche
Andrew Poth
Chip Poth
Shawn Potter
Jeremy Powell
John and Helen Powers
Tim Prather
Richard Quintano
Joseph and Joann Radcliffe
Ann Railsback
Lisa Ramey
Donald Rampley
Kareen Rea
Alain Recaborde
Mary Lou Reece
Ronnie and Ava Reece
Mary Reed
Lawrence Reeves
Bryan Reid
Eugene and Angela Reilly
Carol Reynolds
Robert and Mary Lou Reynolds
Mike and Karen Rhodes
Susan Richburg
Gail & Laura Richman & Zipperer
Virginia Riddell
Matthew and Lauren Ringer
Tom Roach
Ryan and Lindsey Roberson
Brandon Roberts

Jonathon and Emily Roberts
Mark Robillard
Deb Robinson
Stephen Rodes
Ashley Rogers
Matt and Beth Rogers
Sally and Paul Rosser
Beth Ann Roth
Benita Roumanis
George Roumanis
John W Rowe Jr
Phil Rushing
Stacy and Sam Sabaka
Rebecca Salter
David Samaha
Jim Sanregret
Brenda and Joe Satterfield
Angela Sawyer
Michael Schaeffer
Jason Scherr
Brooke Schmidt
Heather Schreiber
John and Karen Schuerholz
Harold and Cheryl Scripka
Kenny Sears
Norris Sears
Steve and Denise Seibert
Gary and Gail Severston
Susan Sevin
Steven and Robin Sheffield
Lorraine Shelton
Todd and Candice Sherman
Ricky Shirley
Bruce and Susan Shook
Carol & Leon Shooter
Brad Simanski
Don and Carolyn Simmons
Matthew Simmons
Molly Simmons
Bill Simpson
Keith Sims
Robert and Suzanne Sims
Robert Sinclair
Chad Sipe
Andrew and Meredith Slanina
Jacob Sluder
Mike Smallwood
Allison Smith
Cindi Smith
David Smith
Elizabeth Smith
Joseph Smith
Leigha Smith
R Stanley Smith
R Stanley Smith
David Snell
Ashley Snow
Peter and Imelda Sobiloff
Fred Soller
Richard and Madlyn Souren
Deanna Sparks
Brian Spivey
Kayla Spivey
Eddy L. Stanfill
Jennifer Stanley
Mark Stegelman
Jesse and Jill Still
Mike Stone
Tyler Stone
Chris Storm
Martin Story
Lisa and Gary Stout
Michael Strada
Katie Straka

Richard Strickland
Kathy Summerford
Gina Surratt
Thomas and Sandy Swanson
Steven and Barbara Sween
Mary Jo Swenson
Don Tanis
Tom Tarley
Amanda Tarver Turner
Suzanne and Roy Taylor
Beth Teller
Chris Thomas
Lori Thompson
Beverly Thornton
Dan Thrailkill
Robert and Lori Tidwell
Robert Wendell Tobey Jr.
David and Patricia Tollberg
Judy Tollberg
Randall and Cammie Tomsic
Claudette Towe
Dan Travis
Michael Triplett
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WITH THANKS TO 

Our Board 
of Trustees

JOHN W. BLEND III,  
FOUNDER AND BOARD CHAIR

John W. Blend, III is founder and chair of the 
Goshen Valley Foundation. John began his 
career at IBM, then moved on to building 
technology companies, while serving on 
numerous public and private Boards of 

Directors. John is a past president and chair of Together 
Georgia, a statewide association of over 100 leading national 
and local child welfare providers. John is a past Trustee at 
Muhlenberg College and serves as a Lifetime Council member 
at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.

PETER MCGAFFIGAN,  

VICE CHAIR 

Peter is a Managing Director at Wells 
Fargo and brings a wealth of knowledge 
and insight to the day-to-day operations 
of Goshen Valley as well as the financial 
support needed to create best outcomes. 

Peter received his BA in economics from Lawrence University 
and his M.B.A. with a focus in finance from Northwestern 
University’s Kellogg School of Management. As a father of 
teenagers, Peter has had a commitment to helping other 
teenagers in need for a number of years. 

PAUL FREUDENSTEIN,  

FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIR

For 33 years Paul worked as a teacher for 
the Fulton County School System. After 
retirement Paul worked for Redeemer 
Lutheran Church as Director of Operations. 
Paul desired to continue impacting the lives 

of young people and made a commitment to serve Goshen 
Valley through his various skills including volunteer and 
facilities management.

ALLISON SMITH,  

CORPORATE SECRETARY

Allison is a Client Engagement Manager for 
Aderant Technologies and has worked in 
the Information Technology and Financial 
Services industries for more than 26 
years. Allison has a Bachelor’s of Science in 

Mathematics and a Minor in Economics from Colorado State 
and a Master of Business Administration and Management 
of Technology from Georgia Tech. Allison brings her business 
experience as well as her passion for helping the hurting to 
Goshen Valley. 

PAUL HERMANN,  

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Paul Hermann has a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from the University of California 
and a degree in law from Harvard Law 
School. Paul has practiced law for 47 years 
with various firms and currently owns his 

own private practice. Paul has a keen eye for risk management, 
policy and procedure, and general legal matters. His unique 
professional abilities, combined with his passion for supporting 
those in need, have aided Goshen Valley in better navigating 
the legal system.

WITH THANKS TO 

Our Goshen Community Council
GABRIEL ARRONTE, ISIDORE MARKETING

ZIP CAIN, REVOLUTION CHURCH

JESSICA CARVALHO, WOODSTOCK CITY CHURCH

KYLA CROMER, SCHOOL BOARD CHAIR, CHEROKEE COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

BUSTER CUSHING. CHEROKEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CHIEF OF POLICE

VIKTORIYA DUBOVIS, CHART INDUSTRIES

JESSICA HELMS, SOUTHEAST RESTORATION &  GOSHEN 
HOMES FOSTER PARENT



DON MCDONNELL,  

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR

Don McDonnell is a 25 year energy 
technology entrepreneur who presently 
serves as the Head of Worldwide Power & 
Utilities markets for Amazon Web Services.  

Don holds an M.B.A. from Georgia State University. He 
previously served as a US Navy lieutenant and also served as 
a member of the board of stewards of Roswell UMC. While 
Don’s passion for Goshen took root back in the late 90’s, in 
2006 he helped organize and launch the first annual Goshen 
Valley Classic, which is now in its 15th year. 

RICHARD KENNEDY,  

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Richard Kennedy is a power industry 
executive and professor at Kennesaw State 
University. He is a leader in the community 
and at his church, First Baptist Church of 
Woodstock. Richard has been invested at 

Goshen Valley since 2010 when he led his church in a 3-day, 
300 person service event. Richard works in the power industry 
and serves as a mentor for many people in the community.  

DR. SHARON HILL,  

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Dr. Hill is a Clinical Associate Professor 
at the Andrew Young School of Policy at 
Georgia State University. She has her Ph.D. 
in Public and Urban Administration. Dr. Hill 
has served as the Director of the Division of 

Family and Children Services (DFCS) for the state of Georgia. 
Since the summer of 2016 Dr. Hill has brought a group of 
the Mandela Washington Fellows- Young African Leaders 
Initiative to visit Goshen Valley and learn about private/public 
partnership and non-profit management. She joined the Board 
in 2017 and has guided Goshen in matters relating to policy 
and data collection. 

MELISSA LINDH,  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Melissa is the CFO of Universal Alloy 
Corporation (UAC) and has been a part 
of their team since 2011. Melissa began 
volunteering for Goshen Valley in 2014 
when UAC became a strategic community 

partner. Guided by a great compassion for intervening early in 
the lives of kids from hard places, Melissa mentors youth and 
alumni employed at UAC and serves Goshen Valley in various 
areas including finance and strategic management.

JOHN ZACHARY BLEND,  
CEO, EX-OFFICIO

Zach has served as CEO of the Goshen 
Valley Foundation since 2016. Zach earned 
his Bachelor of Arts in Sociology from Rollins 
College, a Graduate Certificate from Fuller 
Seminary and his M.B.A. from Reinhardt 

University. Zach serves on the Board of the Cherokee County 
Educational Foundation, Cherokee County YMCA and 
Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce. Zach also acts as 
an Adjunct Professor within the McCamish School of Business 
at Reinhardt University. Zach was named to the Georgia Trend 
Magazine Top 40 Under 40 in 2015.

CHASE CHITWOOD,  
OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

An alumnus of Goshen Valley, Chase has a BA 
in Business Administration from Reinhardt 
University. Chase is a Lance Corporal in 
the United States Marine Corps and works 
for Universal Alloy Corporation in the HR 

department. Chase has served as a foster care advocate within 
MAAC (Multi-Agency Alliance for Children) and hopes to 
improve outcomes for youth in foster care through mentoring 
relationships and his role on the Board of Trustees.

GARRETT HOLCOMBE, HORIZON PLANNING GROUP & 
ADOPTIVE GOSHEN HOMES PARENT

SHEILA KEEFFE, HIS HANDS CHURCH

HEATH MATIAK, MATIAK FOUNDATION

TOMMY PINYAN, MAJOR AT CHEROKEE COUNTY  
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CHRIS SIZEMORE, ROYTEC INDUSTRIES

ROBERT TIDWELL, TIDWELL STRIMBAN PERSONAL  
INJURY LAW

BRIAN VANDINE, QUINTUS CORPORATION

BRIAN VENABLE, DEPUTY SHERIFF AT CHEROKEE COUNTY 
SHERIFF OFFICE

AARON VINCENT, VINCENT FINANCIAL GROUP

NATHAN WEATHERS, ECONORIDES SHUTTLE SERVICES



“As Miss Georgia 2019, I have 
traveled all across the state of 

Georgia supporting and encouraging 
all to meet the needs of precious 

children experiencing foster care. 
I have been so impressed by the 

absolutely unbelievable work that 
many agencies are doing as they 

serve children in Georgia. Goshen 
Valley is by far one of the most 

unbelievable organizations with an 
awe-inspiring mission of providing 
PEACE and PURPOSE to youth in 

foster care. Not only do they love the 
child with a holistic approach, they 

are also now able to provide licensed, 
therapeutic services to the families 
of foster youth. Would you please 

consider fostering with Goshen 
Valley or donating to this most 

worthy and amazing organization? 
I wholeheartedly endorse Goshen 

Valley and ask you to consider 
supporting their great mission of 

providing Peace and Purpose.”

VICTORIA HILL, MISS GEORGIA 
2019 AND FIRST RUNNER-UP MISS 

AMERICA 2019



Ways to Partner with Goshen

GIVE

On top of what we receive 
from the state, it costs 

Goshen $13,447 per child 
to provide a year’s worth of 
support and services. With 
over 90 youth in our care, 

your donation ensures that 
more youth will experience 
the peace and purpose that 

abound at Goshen.

SERVE

Goshen hosts over  
2,500 volunteers each 

year through service days. 
Bring your family, small 
group, or business for a 
day of landscaping, light 
construction, and other 
tasks that make our kids  

feel at home.

LOVE

If you have a little extra 
room in your heart and your 
home, the biggest need for 

vulnerable youth in this 
community is a loving family. 

Whether you are able to 
occasionally babysit, take on 
a part-time respite fostering 

role, or become a full-
fledged foster family, there 
is a place at Goshen Homes 

for you.

LEARN MORE AT 
GOSHENVALLEY.ORG/DONATE

LEARN MORE AT 
GOSHENVALLEY.ORG/SERVE

LEARN MORE AT 
GOSHENVALLEY.ORG/HOMES



G O S H E N VA L L E Y.O RG

G O S H E N  T H E R A P E U T I C 
S E R V I C E S 
2 0 0  W  M a i n  S t .
C a n t o n ,  G A  3 0 1 1 4

7 7 0 - 7 8 9 - 3 7 9 7 

G O S H E N  VA L L E Y  F O U N DAT I O N  – 
C A N TO N  O F F I C E 
5 0 5  B r o w n  I n d u s t r i a l  P k w y,  S u i t e  2 0 0
C a n t o n  G A  3 0 1 1 4
7 7 0 - 3 4 5 - 9 5 3 5

G O S H E N  VA L L E Y  B OY S 
R A N C H 
3 8 7  G o s h e n  C h u r c h  Way
Wa l e s k a  G A  3 0 1 8 3 
7 7 0 - 7 9 6 - 4 6 1 8


